
Changes to City Council Procedures Will Have Detrimental
Effects on Edmonton Municipal Participation  

Edmonton, AB – The Edmonton Chamber of Commerce strongly opposes the proposed
amendments to the Council Procedures Bylaw 18155, which will reduce the distribution
date for Council and Committee agendas and subsequent reports from 10 clear days to
the Thursday prior to the meeting. These changes, if implemented, will leave just two
working days before a City Council or Committee meeting for Edmontonians and
Councillors to gather their opinions on municipal affairs.

The Edmonton Chamber of Commerce (ECC), the official voice of the Edmonton
business community, urgently warns that these amendments will severely limit public
participation and transparency in municipal governance. 

"These proposed changes will significantly impair the ability of Edmontonians and the
business community to participate effectively in municipal governance, said Doug
Griffiths, President and CEO of the Edmonton Chamber of Commerce, “A transparent and
accessible decision-making process is essential for a thriving and resilient Edmonton, and
for ensuring elected officials make informed decision on behalf of their constituents."  

For Edmontonians, the proposed bylaw changes will severely constrain their ability to be
informed, engage in democracy, and participate in Council and Committee meetings. The
ECC deeply values our strong working relationship with City Council and Administration,
who have played a significant role in supporting the growth of our city. However, the
proposed changes hinder our ability to collaborate effectively on our shared mission to
make Edmonton thrive. Ultimately, these changes threaten the integrity of the democratic
process. 

For Councillors, the proposed bylaw changes are equally problematic. The June 11, 2024,
City Council agenda package was 1,231 pages long and included almost 20 unique
decision points. If the new bylaw changes were in place, Councillors would have had just
two business days to review these materials, engage stakeholders, and formulate
decisions on matters that significantly affect the daily lives of Edmontonians. It is
unreasonable to believe that elected officials would be well-prepared or informed for
these discussions with such compressed timelines. 

When City Council debates these changes on August 20th, the ECC urges the Mayor and
City Councilors to reconsider their previous motion and to maintain the current 10-day
distribution rule to ensure that Edmonton remains a city where businesses, citizens, and
Councillors alike can actively contribute to municipal decisions in an informed manner. 

Advocate. Educate. Connect.
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https://www.edmonton.ca/public-files/assets/document?path=Bylaws/C18155.pdf
https://pub-edmonton.escribemeetings.com/FileStream.ashx?DocumentId=224879
https://pub-edmonton.escribemeetings.com/FileStream.ashx?DocumentId=224879


For more information, please contact:  

Akanksha Bhatnagar. Director of Communications & Public Relations 
media@edmontonchamber.com | c. 780-616-7153 
About the Edmonton Chamber of Commerce 

The Edmonton Chamber of Commerce (ECC) is Canada’s longest-running and most
influential business organization, with our members ranging from small to large
businesses across all sectors. For over 135 years, we have supported the growth of our
city through ambitious projects, becoming the sought-after voice of business. We
advocate for competitive conditions, provide exceptional educational experiences, and
connect people and businesses responsibly. Our vision is to build resiliency, promote
corporate social responsibility, and encourage inclusive growth through partnership and
innovation. To learn more, please visit: https://www.edmontonchamber.com/about/ 
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